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character of the species, since this in him is supplemented by an individual character (equally innate and manifested in the whole life). Hence this character is, as much as the Idea of the species, a principle of the explanation of the phenomenon, must lie therefore behind it, and is consequently not dissolved with the dissolution of the phenomenon.'
Individuality is the innate character of the Will. Life is its expansion in the light of intellect, through which is attained either an approach to denial or a hardening in affirmation. Both are the very fruit of life; for as this we have to consider that modification of willing which the individual takes over with it from life to death. Now if Schopenhauer's hypothesis is right, that the (individually determined) Will is, as the radical element in us, inherited from the father, the intellect as the secondary from the mother, the riddle of generation (that most mysterious point in the empirical order of things) is solved. The Will, united in the father with an intellect which does not suffice for the renunciation of willing (and with it of generation), seeks a new intellect, which the mother gives it, that is, the Will hastens from generation to generation to an ever new expansion of its being in the light of another intellect, until, attaining perfect self-knowledge, it freely denies itself and enters salvation. The following verse of Goethe's might be interpreted as a description of this process :